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We are so excited to publish our first

release of The RISE Review. We hope this

monthly newsletter allows us to capture

agency highlights and happenings to

share with the friends and families of RISE

Community Services. Each month you will

find an exciting recap from each

department with fun photos that

summarize the work we do here at RISE.

For those of you new to the RISE family,

we provide support, advocacy, and

coordination to individuals with

developmental disabilities, and to their

families, to help enhance their lives,

empower their voices, and achieve their

dreams. Follow along with us on our

journey to create perfect lives! 

-Madi Hackett
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The Employment Services team will be continuing our

EVOLVE classes! These courses are free and available to the

public. We will be taking this resource in a virtual direction so

that we can provide a safe learning experience for our staff

and EVOLVE learners. If you or someone you know is

interested in this free career navigation course, email us at

abay@watchusrise.org! 

We are adjusting to our new normal, and we are so glad to

be providing in-person services again. Our individuals have

the option to receive services at home, at the Vocational

Center, over the phone, or via Zoom! We are so thankful to

serve such flexible families who are dedicated to the growth

of their loved ones. I am so appreciative of my innovative,

tech-savvy staff who continue to broaden the horizons for

service provision. 

Stay tuned as we work to revise and revamp our Career

Planning services!

EMPLOYMENT
SERVICES

by Abby Bay

Our residential friends have been so excited to attend church

again! Our team is working hard to facilitate fun activities

that allow us to social distance and put the safety of our

residents first. We are looking forward to going fishing next

week and having an outdoor movie night. A backyard water

day is in the works, too!

The residential department has been busy supporting two of

our individuals in their choice to upgrade their living space.

The last few weeks we have focused on organization and

have had great fun helping our individuals get settled into

their new apartment. 

We are looking to grow our department, so please note that

we are HIRING! Apply online at watchusrise.org under the

'Careers' tab! Make a difference in Johnson County by joining

the RISE Residential team!

RESIDENTIAL NEWS

by Nichole Rice

"May your walls know joy. May every room

hold laughter, and every window open

great possibilities." 
-- Mary Ann Radmacher
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The Day Program is happy to be back at the RISE Center for Growth! The staff and individuals at the RISE Day Program have been

working together to increase sanitization practices surrounding transportation and our facilities. With the help and encouragement

of our individuals' families and guardians, we are able to educate Day Program participants about the importance of hand

washing, sanitizing, and social distancing. Providing a supportive environment for socialization and community integration is the

center of what we do in the Community Services department, so it's important that we are able to do so in a safe manner.

We have been having so much fun in the sun. We are taking advantage of the warm weather to spend time outside. We've enjoyed

trying out new parks, visiting lakes, walking trails, and enjoying the outdoor space at the RISE Center for Growth. We have

continued our partnership with the Warrensburg Senior Center. This partnership allows us to continue to safely volunteer in our

community.

COMMUNITY SERVICES

by Kayla Milton

"Let's do what we love and

do a lot of it." 
- Marc Jacobs

Hayden Doane, the Community Services Manager, has recently announced that he will be moving forward with his education, thus

requiring him to resign in order fulfill his student teaching requirements. Hayden has been integral in creating perfect lives within

the RISE Day Program, and we are so grateful for the impact he has made on our agency. We wish Hayden love and luck as he

continues to pursue his perfect life. Congrats, Hayden! We will miss you!
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The RISE Vocational Center has recently partnered with 3M to begin producing respirator masks to meet the greater need of our

community. This opportunity allows our vocational employees to grow their skills and dabble in the field of production. We have been

so blessed throughout this partnership that we have been able to offer employment to several new individuals on our waitlist! 

In addition to celebrating this new production job, we are also excited about recent events at RISE Cafe, as well as RISE Crafts &

Curiosities! RISE Cafe is now providing curbside pickup and delivery. We have recently added a new menu item, the RISE n' Shine

breakfast burrito, in which you can receive FREE delivery every Monday! We have also welcomed a new Kitchen Assistant, Reno, and

we're so excited to watch him grow! 

RISE Crafts & Curiosities (now located at Hawthorne Plaza) has just recently wrapped up its very first Virtual Art Camp! This

opportunity allowed young crafters to be able to view instructional craft videos and then recreate the projects from home. All in all, it

was a success! We still have shirts and projects available, so if you and your family would still like to register and work at your own

pace, give us a call at 660-362-1314!

VOCATIONAL SERVICES

by Vicki Coulter

"Go confidently in the direction of your dreams and 

live the life you have imagined."
                                                    -  Unknown
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Our vision at RISE Community Services is creating a

perfect life. To do so, we provide opportunities for

individuals with developmental disabilities in Johnson

County to engage in employment, residential, and

community-based services to develop skills needed to be

active and engaged member of our community. Within

Johnson County only about 50% of individuals with

disabilities have access to funding to engage in services

with RISE or other providers in the community. With the

financial impacts of COVID-19, many individuals in our

community cannot be granted financial support for

services until state funding becomes available in fiscal

year 2022. Even then access to these funds are not

guaranteed and are in competition with other individuals

across the state.This year’s Color Me Kind – RISE

Community Services Gala is dedicated to our community.

Together we will create a funding pool for individuals in

Johnson County to access services that support

community inclusion, self-sufficiency, and individual

choice. Your donation is an investment in expanding the

resources available in our community to serve individuals

with developmental disabilities. Join us in building a

community that creates perfect lives.

 - Angie Dickey

UPCOMING EVENTS

2020 COLOR ME KIND GALA
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Through all the good and bad going on around us,

RISE has continued to support perfect lives. RISE

believes innovativeness, and creativity supports

growth and effectiveness, so when the pandemic

struck, the RISE team had the training and

resources to work through rapid change. We have

been very grateful for the patience and

understanding of our individuals, families and

community during this time. As we continue to

face new challenges in state and federal funding

we reflect on how fortunate we are to be in a

county that is responsive and supportive.  The

Color Me Kind Gala is just one of the many ways

we can come together to serve more people in

creating their Perfect Lives!

- Misty Miller, Executive Director

A MESSAGE FROM MISTY...


